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Executive Summary 

PoliRural launched a four-part webinar series in June 2022, with the intention of promoting the 

project to a wider audience. Each event is dedicated to a specific concept: the foresight framework 

(first webinar), text mining (second webinar), system dynamic modelling (third webinar), and the 

mission oriented approach (fourth webinar). As well as explaining key concepts and results, we use 

webinars as an opportunity to demonstrate how they were achieved and implemented in practice. 

To that end, representatives of the regional foresight pilots are invited as guest speakers to share 

their experience. A quick overview of the four webinars is provided below. 

 

 Webinar 1 Webinar 2 Webinar 3 Webinar 4 

Date time 13 June 2022 22 June 2022 13 July 2022 19 July 2022 

Time 11:00 - 12:00 CET 11:00-12:00 CET 15:00-16:00 CET 14:30 CET 

Focus Foresight 
framework 

Semex and Text 
Mining 

System Dynamic 
Modelling and SDT 

Mission oriented 
approach 

Moderator 21C 21C 21C 21C 

Experts CKA KAJO 
22Sistema 
AVINET 

CKA 

Case studies 
Ireland 
North-Macedonia 

Finland Greece 
Italy 

Slovakia 
Israel 

 

This deliverable will present the second webinar in a textual and graphic form. Interested readers are 

invited to watch the recording on YouTube (https://youtu.be/xsJF6PhL2XY) to get a better grasp of 

the SDM concept, the web-based SDM tool built to explore policy options, and its use by regional 

teams in Central Greece and Apulia.  

 

The third webinar is likely to appeal to people 

● In regional administrations who are in charge of rural planning and regional development 

more generally 

● Who are familiar with SDM and are looking for use cases in new domains like rural 

development 

● Who are new to SDM (e.g. journalists) and are looking for simple, easy-to-use tools to 

generate catchy graphics for an article 

 

After watching the recording, viewers are welcome to contact PoliRural through the main website 

(https://polirural.eu/) to share any feedback they might have about this or other webinars.  

https://youtu.be/xsJF6PhL2XY
https://polirural.eu/
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Description 

Topic: System Dynamic Modeling for Enhanced Rural Planning 

 

The first System Dynamic Model (SDM) was invented decades ago when the internet was still in its 

infancy. We have come a long way since then in terms of a tremendous increase in computing 

power, the availability of data, and ease of access to sophisticated tools and communication 

platforms. So, it is time to make SDM tools and the explanatory power of the SDM approach more 

widely available to those involved in policy and regional development. This is precisely what PoliRural 

has been doing for the past three years. Our SDM tool is based on a general rural model that 

contains 8 interconnected modules with over 300 parameters. This general model has been 

customised to 11 pilot regions, based on discussions with each pilot leadership team. With this tool, 

rural stakeholders can examine how trends may play out locally under the influence of different 

drivers of change. They can correct unwanted trends or achieve desired ones by tweaking policy 

interventions until an optimal mix is reached. This webinar will explain in more detail how the SDM 

tool was built, how it works, and how it is being used by stakeholders in PoliRural regions to improve 

rural planning. The event will feature an interactive session to allow participants to ask questions 

and/or respond to any of the points mentioned in the presentations. 

 

Promo materials 

 
Figure 1. Promo flyer 
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Figure 2. Webinar series poster 
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Speakers 

 

Antoni Oliva is an Agricultural Engineer who specialises in environmental 

management and sustainability. He is a freelance researcher and consultant 

with more than 20 years of experience in projects for administrations (local, 

national and international) and corporations. Antoni uses System Dynamics 

as a tool to understand current situation and provide qualitative insights 

and meaningful participation. He is a founder of 22SISTEMA 

(www.22sistema.com). 

 

Runar Bergheim manages research and development at Asplan Viak’s 

Digital services division. Asplan Viak; one of the leading consultancy firms in 

Norway. When the world was young, Bergheim studied landscape 

management and spatial planning at Sogn og Fjordane University College. 

Since then, he has been working with technology, maps, simulation and 

modelling of problems related to spatial planning for more than 20 years 

across more than 300 projects in Norway, Europe and the Middle East. 

 

Incoronata Langianese is a 3rd year PhD student in Health Economics at the 

University of Foggia, and she specializes in Economics and agricultural 

policy. Her work concerns not only research on international commerce and 

the impacts of trade policies on the regional and national agri-food sector 

but also rural studies and policies and their impacts. She is also a part of the 

crew at the Rural Development Laboratory at the University of Foggia and 

collaborates with Innovagritech, a spin-off of the same university. 

 

Nicoleta Darra, Research Associate (Female). Nicoleta DARRA (F) is a PhD 

student in AUA, holding a M.Sc. degree in GIS and Spatial Analysis. Her 

research interests revolve around remote sensing applications, precision 

agriculture and data analysis. The last four(4) years, she has been involved 

in numerous research H2020 projects (IoF2020, Big Data Grapes, GATES, 

PoliRural, SHERPA, AgriCaptureCO2, FRIETS) related to rural development, 

smart farming and ICT technologies. Additionally, she has participated in 

several national projects as project manager (in research projects) and PA 

instructor (in educational projects). She has nine (10) papers, one (1) in international 

conference, five (5) in national conferences and four(4) in peer-reviewed journals. 

http://www.22sistema.com/
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Recording 

 

Figure 3. Screenshot of the webinar recording1  

 
1 https://youtu.be/xsJF6PhL2XY 
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Slide deck 
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